Legal Interpreting Skill Development:
Case Study Analysis

What is Case Study Analysis?

For the purpose of the Toolkit for Legal Interpreting, CASE STUDIES are documented specific real-life
legal situation/scenario - such as a transcript of an actual trial - used as a teaching tool in helping
interpreters gain a deeper understanding of some aspect of the legal system and their work as
interpreters within that system. A case study that involves a transcript of an actual trial can also help
interpreters gain a deeper understanding of the law and its application to specific legal issues, as well as
an appreciation for legal procedure and processes. If the CASE STUDY involves an ethical dilemma that
legal interpreters might confront, then the process of analysis enables interpreters to gain a greater
understanding of how to apply ethical standards and practices to interpreting in the legal system.

The process of analysis requires interpreters to identify key elements of the case and to discuss the
implications for interpreting and/or possible actions an interpreter must take as part of their interpretation
process, and requires that they support their findings by the line of reasoning employed and assumptions
made.

Exercises
1. Preparing a Case Study Analysis

e Select one of the trial transcripts from the Toolkit to analyze.

Many of the cases are not specific to Deaf individuals, but rather focus on an issue of law that is
important for interpreters to understand. As an alternative, you can do an internet search for a
trial of your interest to use for the purpose of analysis. For example, here is a link to the
transcripts for both the criminal and civil trial of O.J. Simpson. https://simpson.walraven.org. As
well, there are a selection of trial transcripts available at
http://guides.lib.jjay.cuny.edu/SpecialCollections/Trial Transcripts.

e Read through the transcript.

As you read through the transcript, take notes, highlight relevant facts, and underline legal
terminology. Where in doubt, look up the meaning of the legal terms and consider the application
of the meaning to the particular case you are analyzing. This will expand your understanding of
the case.

e Prepare an Executive Summary.

This is a synopsis of the trial generated in either written English or ASL (taped). Create an
accurate and concise description of the trial/case OR the portion of a trial or case you are
reviewing - What is the citation of the trial; what is the legal issue(s) being tried; what are the
compelling facts related to the issue; what is the central position of each side of the issue (the
position of the plaintiff/prosecutor and the position of the defendant) and what are the key points
to their argument; what is the outcome of the trial? Also provide a list of the primary “players” - the


https://simpson.walraven.org/
http://guides.lib.jjay.cuny.edu/SpecialCollections/TrialTranscripts

United States of America, Plaintiff v. James Graystone and Phillip Myers, Defendants






