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Sign Language Interpreting Literature 

Books 

Resource 
 

Description Details 

Foret, Agnes T., & Petrowske, 
Mildred J.  
 
A Manual and Dictionary of 
Legal Terms for Interpreters for 
the Deaf 
 
Center for the Administration of 
Justice 
Wayne State University Law 
School 
Detroit, Michigan 
1976 

Ground breaking work for the 
dedication of the authors to 
ensure that the ASL descriptions 
glossed as equivalents for legal 
terms were accurate and untainted 
by pseudo-sign systems meant to 
approximate English.  Of great 
historical significance to the field 
of ASL legal interpreting. 

• Audience – ASL 
interpreters 

• Out of print 
• Excellent tool 
• Topic – legal sign 

vocabulary  

   
Lucas, Ceil,  Editor 
 
Language and the Law in Deaf 
Communities 
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Resource 
 

Description Details 
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Resource 
 

Description Details 

Brunson, Jeremy, L. 
 
Your Case Will Now be Heard:  
Sign Language Interpreters as 
Problematic Accommodations 
in Legal Interactions  
 
Journal of Deaf Studies and 
Deaf Education 13:1 Winter 
2008 

Presents a qualitative study of the 
experiences that deaf people have 
regarding accommodations in the 
legal setting – specifically with 
interpreters.  The author finds that 
three major themes emerged 
including the person’s experience 
obtaining an accommodation; 
obtaining one that is problematic; 
and obtaining a partial 
accommodation due to internal 
ineffectiveness of the interpreter.   

• Audience – ASL 
interpreters, deaf 
people 

• Available from 
publisher 

• Helpful tool 
• Topic – quality of 

interpreters  

   
LaVigne, Michele & Vernon, 
McCay  
 
An Interpreter Isn’t Enough:  
Deafness, Language and Due 
Process.   
 
2003 Wis. L. Rev. 843 
 

Provides a thorough explanation 
of the various linguistic issues 
present within the deaf 
community.  Focuses on deaf 
individuals who have been 
declared or at risk of being 
deemed linguistically 
incompetent even with skilled 
interpreting provided by deaf 
interpreters.   

• Audience – attorneys 
• Available from law 

libraries, the 

http://www.rid.org/


http://www.rid.org/
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Resource 
 

Description Details 

Smith, Deidre M.  
 
Confronting Silence: The 
Constitution, Deaf Criminal 
Defendants, and the 
Right to Interpretation During 
Trial 
 
46 Maine Law Review 47 
1994 
 

Law review article surveying the 
language of the deaf population in 
the U.S. and the unique issues 
facing it.  Presents a good primer 
for use in educating courts and 
attorneys regarding issues facing 
deaf litigants.  Presents an 
overview of significant state and 
federal cases involving deaf 
litigants.  Presents pertinent 
constitutional provisions ensuring 
the rights of deaf litigants.  
Presents pertinent federal 
statutory provisions relating to the 
right to interpreters for deaf 
litigants.  Discusses the 
implications of the failure to 
provide effective 
accommodations for deaf people 

• Audience – 
Attorneys, judges and 
interpreters 

• Available from law 
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Resource 
 

Description Details 









Official Publication of the National Consortium of Interpreter Education Centers © 2010 Page 15 
 

Resource 
 

Description Details 

Morrow, Phyllis  
 
A Sociolinguistic Mismatch:  
Central Alaskan Yup’iks and 
the Legal System 
 
Alaska Justice Forum, 10(2), 
Summer 1993 

Legal professionals working with 
Yup’iks in central Alaska 
conducted investigation into the 
high number of confessions and 
pleas of guilty in criminal cases 
among this nation.  It was found 
that the cultural and linguistic 
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Spoken Language Interpreting Literature 

Articles & Journal Articles 

Resource 
 

Description Details 

Ahmad, Muneer, I.  
 
Interpreting Communities:  
Lawyering Across Language 
Differences  
 
54 University of California at 
Los Angeles Law Review 999 
2007 

Presenting the argument for 
greater collaboration between 
poverty lawyers and interpreters 
in representing clients.  Discusses 
the challenges that an interpreter 
brings to a traditional attorney-
client dyad which is helpful to 
interpreters in understanding 
attorney’s conduct at times.  
Discusses views of interpreters as 
guardian, as co-counsel and as 
linguistic and cultural expert to 
the attorney.  Argues for and 
explains the benefits of 
incorporating the community 
interpreting model to the law 
office.   

• Audience – legal 
academics 

• Available from law 
• 
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Resource 
 

Description Details 

Baker, Alice J.  
 
A Model Statute to Provide 
Foreign Language Interpreters 
in Ohio Courts 
 
30 University of Toledo Law 
Review 593 
Summer 1999 

The author is a sign language 
interpreter and attorney who 
defines court interpreting and sets 
forth a format for state level 
legislation to ensure that the 
interpreters working in court are 
qualified.  The article describes 
the state and federal constitutional 
basis for an interpreter and the 
functions that interpreters 
generally take in legal settings.  
The author proposes that a model 
statute would incorporate the 
right to spoken language 
interpreters more broadly hand 
previously afforded. 

• Audience – courts 
and attorneys 

• Available from law 
libraries, the 
publisher or Westlaw 

• Interesting tool 
• Topic – State court 

interpreter statutes 

  

   
Berk-Seligson, Susan 
 
Interpreting for the Police:  
Issues in Pre-trial Phases of the 
Judicial Process 
 
Forensic Linguistics 
The International Journal of 
Speech, Language and the Law 
Volume 7 Number 2 
Peter French, Editor 
2000 

Examines the use of ad hoc 
interpreters by the police during 
the investigatory stages of a 
criminal trial through a review of 
appellate cases from three states.  
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Resource 
 

Description Details 

Commission on Gender, 
Commission on Race & 
Ethnicity 
United States Courts of Appeals 
for the Third Circuit 
 
Report of the Third Circuit Task 
Force on Equal Treatment in the 
Courts 
 
47 Villanova Law Review 
1997 

Surveys the state of the law 
regarding the use of spoken and 
sign language interpreter in state 
and federal courts.  Sets forth 
statistics regarding interpreter 
usage by language and locale as 
well as anecdotal information 
gathered by the Task Force 
regarding the problems with 
interpreters. Provides a discussion 
of role and function of 
interpreters and engaged in a 
literature review of information 
related to interpreting in court. 

• Audience – courts 
and attorneys 

• Available from, law 
libraries, the United 
States Court of 
Appeals for the Third 
Circuit or Westlaw 

• Useful tool 
• Topic – interpreters in 

the court system 

   
Dery, Leslie, V. 
 
Amadou Diallo and the 
“Foreigner” Meme: Interpreting 
the Application of the Federal 
Court Interpreter Laws  
 
53 Florida Law Review 230 
April 2001  

A meme is a behavior, attitude, or 
idea learned from non
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Resource 
 

Description Details 

Eclavea, Romualdo, P. 
 
Admissibility of Testimony 
Concerning Extrajudicial 
Statements Made to or in the 
Presence of Witness through an 
Interpreter 
 
12 American Law Reports 4th 
1016  
Lawyers Cooperative 
Publishing Company 
1982 (original) 
2004 (supplement) 

Annotation which collects and 
discusses cases in which out of 
court testimony has been objected 
to on the basis of hearsay because 
the original statement was made 
through an interpreter and the 
witness has no personal 
knowledge of the original 
statement. 

• Audience – attorneys   
• Available  at law 

libraries, from the 
publisher or on 
Westlaw 

• Useful tool 
• Topic – hearsay 

   
Fleming, Thomas M., J.D. 
 
The Right of the Accused to 
have Evidence or Court 
Proceedings Interpreted, 
Because Accused or Other 
Participant is Not Proficient in 
the Language Used.   
 
American Law Reports 5th 
32 A.L.R.5th 149  
Original 1995
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Resource 
 

Description Details 

Mikkelson, Holly 
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Resource 
 

Description Details 

Reagan, Helen, E. 
 
Considerations in Litigating a 
Civil Case With Non-English 
Speaking Clients 
American Jurisprudence -- 
Trials 
 
65 Am. Jur. Trials 1  
Supplement  2009   
 

Provides an attorney’s 
perspective on the use of spoken 
language interpreters in 
depositions for taking non-
English speaking testimony.  
Discusses the interpretation of 
objections and the issues of 
representing farm workers 
including the power issues that 
arise.  Suggests that the role of 
law office interpreter as an agent 
of the attorney differs markedly 
from the court’s interpreter and 
the two roles should not be 
merged.  Explains commonly 
encountered difficulties that 
interpreters face in witness 
interpreting settings such as 
depositions.  Perspective from 
spoken language interpreters is at 
times different than sign language 
interpreters suggested practices. 
 

• Audience attorneys 
• Available from law 

libraries, the 
publisher or Westlaw 

• Helpful resource for 
the specialist.   

• Topic – counsel table 
interpreting; 
depositions/witness 
function interpreting  

   
Romberger, Wanda 
 
Interpreters in Civil Cases 
 
National Center for State Courts  
 
Undated 

Discusses Executive Order 13166 
which requires language access 
for limited English proficiency 
litigants in civil cases.  Important 
work because prior to the 
Executive Order, interpreters 
were routinely denied to non-
English speakers.  Important 
work for sign language 
interpreters to understand how the 
entitlement to their services 
differs from to spoken language 
interpreters. 

• Audience – court 
administrators, 
judges, attorneys and 
spoken language 
interpreters 

• Available from 
www.ncsc.org 

• Important tool 
• Topic –civil matters 

   
  



Official Publication of the National Consortium of Interpreter Education Centers © 2010 Page 23 
 

Resource 
 

Description Details 

Salimbene, Franklin 
 
Court Interpreters:  Standards of 
Practice and Standards for 
Training 
 
6 Cornell Journal of Law and 
Public Policy 
Spring 1997 
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Generic Legal Resources 
 

Books, Articles & Journal Articles 
 

Resource 
 

Description Details 

Black’s Law Dictionary 
Abridged Fourth Edition  
 
West Publishing Co. 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
 
1983 

Legal dictionary.  Any edition, or 
the newest possible edition is the 
most relevant and will have the 
most current usage in the field of 
law.   

• Audience – attorneys 
and others interested 
in the law 

• Available generally at 
law school bookstores 
or bookstores with 
law sections 

• Essential tool 
• Topic – legal 

vocabulary  
   

Gohara, Miriam S.   
 
A Lie For a Lie: False 
Confessions and the Case for 
Reconsidering the 
Legality of Deceptive 
Interrogation Techniques 
 
33 Fordham Urban Law Journal 
791 
March 2006 
 

Discusses police trickery and 
modern police interrogation 
practices in light of several recent 
and high profile cases.  Discusses 
the empirical evidence regarding 
the correlation between trickery 
and false confessions and argues 
for legislative mandates 
prohibiting trickery. 

• Audience – attorneys 
and others interested 
in the law 

• Available  at law 
libraries, from the 
publisher or on 
Westlaw 

• Useful tool 
• Topic – law 

enforcement 
interpreting 

   

Gordon, Neil, A. 
 
The Implications of Memetics 
for the Cultural Defense 
 
50 Duke Law Journal 1809 
2001 

Discusses the implications of a 
legal strategy drawn from cultural 
norms and whether this promotes 
stereotyping or is helpful for 
courts to understand for 
punishment purposes and to 
mitigate sentences when 
defendants are acting in a 
culturally motivated manner.   

• Audience – attorneys 
Available  at law 
libraries, from the 
publisher or on 
Westlaw 

• Useful tool 
• Topic – culture 
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Resource 
 

Description Details 

Inbau, Fred E., Reid, John E., 
Buckley, Joseph P. & Jayne, 
Brian C.  
 
Criminal Interrogation and 
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Resource 
 

Description Details 

Newbury, Phillip & Johnson, 
Alison 
 
Suspects’ Resistance to 
Constraining and Coercive 
Questioning Strategies in the 
Police Interview 
 
The International Journal of 
Speech, Language and the Law 
Editors, Malcolm Coulthard, 
Diana Eades, Paul Foulkes & 
Peter French 
Volume 13, Number 2 
2006  
 

Qualitative approach to question-
response pairs in a police 
interview.  Examines the 
resistance strategies used by the 
interviewee including contest, 
correction, avoidance and refusal.  
Examines the agreement-
disagreement strategies used and 
incorporates an analysis of 
Grice’s Cooperative Principles  
during the interview.  

• Audience – forensic 
linguists 

• Available from 
publisher 

• Useful tool 
• Topic –socio-

linguistics and law 
enforcement 

   
Shuy, Roger W.  
 
Creating Language Crimes:  
How Law Enforcement Uses 
(and Misues) Language 
 
Oxford University Press 
2005 

Shuy’s newer work which as the 
title implies deals with how law 
enforcement  
understands and organizes 
language crimes.  Explaines the 
vital role that linguistic evidence 
and analysis play in criminal 
investigations.  Shuy suggests that 
officers use conversational 
strategies to create crimes and sets 
forth examples of cases he has 
been involved with as an expert 
witness.  Shuy also gives 
examples of the use of 
overlapping speech and ambiguity 
in a cooperating witness’s 
discourse to create a language 
crime.   

• Audience – forensic 
linguists 

• Available from 
publisher 

• Useful tool 
• Topic –socio-

linguistics 
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Resource 
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Resource 
 

Description Details 

Solan, Lawrence M. & Tiersma, 
Peter M.  
 
Speaking of Crime:  The 
Language of Criminal Justice 
The Chicago Series in Law and 
Society 
 
University of Chicago Press 
Chicago and London 
2005 

The authors guide readers through 
a discussion of how law is used 
by the police with suspects, the 
goals of the officers in obtaining a 
confession and the limitations 
placed upon them.  A legal 
analysis of the constraints upon 
law enforcement is also provided.  
The law regarding searches and 
consent to search as a discourse 
act is reviewed with an emphasis 
on the use of racial profiling as a 
method for developing probable 
cause.  The authors survey the 
law regarding interrogation, 
confession and the right to 
counsel including Miranda.  The 
authors discuss various 
implications of using linguistic 
evidence in court including 
witnesses memories, taped 
statements and written statements.  
Finally, several crimes of 
language are discussed including 
solicitation, conspiracy, bribery, 
threats and perjury.   

• Audience – forensic 
linguists 

• Available from 
publisher 

• Useful tool 
• Topic –socio-

linguistics in regards 
to the criminal law 
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Resource 
 

Description Details 

Tiersma, Peter M. 
 
Legal Language 
 
The University of Chicago Press 
Chicago and London 
1999 

Written by a law professor-
linguist, the text presents an 
analysis of how the legal system 
in the United States uses English 
and in its quest for precision, 
creates instability in 
understanding.  The author 
includes an analysis of written 
pleadings, witness testimony and 
jury instructions. 

• Audience – forensic 
linguists, and students 
of forensic linguists 

• Available from 
publisher 

• Helpful tool 
• Topic – linguistics in 

the law 

   
 


