BIO 491 2 Seminar in Biological Sciences
Course Syllabus
Fall 2016

Place: Ross 1010

Time: Fridays. Seminars begin promptly at 3:35pm and end when the Speaker has finished taking
questions from the audience (typically ~4:30pm).

Go to http://www.unco.edu/nhs/biology/documents/seminar.pdf to view the schedule of speakers.

Faculty: Dr. Nicholas Pullen Office Phone: 970-351-1843
Office Location: Ross Hall 2536 email: nicholas.pullen@unco.edu
Office Hours: M 3:40PM-4:40PM, W/R 9:30-10:30

Course Description from the


http://www.unco.edu/nhs/biology/documents/seminar.pdf
mailto:nicholas.pullen@unco.edu
http://unco.smartcatalogiq.com/en/current/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/BIO-Biology/400/BIO-491
http://unco.blackboard.com/

Assignments:

Students must complete a written summary after EVERY seminar.

A one-page (double-spaced in 12-point font, 16 margins) abstract of each seminar is required (about

250-words). While you are listening to the seminar, take notes, with attention to the following:

1. Name and affiliation (i.e., school and department) of the speaker.

2. What question(s) were the researcheris asking (i.e., what was the research about)?

3. A summary of the findings (i.e., what were the results/how did their data answer the research
questions?

4. Suggest what the next step should be; what questions should the researchers answer next? (This
should be creative and not just a regurgitation of what the speaker says is next d integrate your own
thinking and feedback from the audience during question time.)

5. In acouple sentences provide your impression of the seminar (e.g., speakeris presentation style,
clarity, what you liked/didnit like, etc.).

Each week, the summary of the previous weekis seminar is due to me by NOON on Wednesday.
These should be submitted through SafeAssign on Blackboard. Do not email your summary to me.

Personal Connection Paper

This is a more in-depth reflection on one of the seminars; which one is up to you. Feel free to meet
with me if you have any concerns or questions as you do this. Write a two-page (double spaced in 12-
point font, 16 margins) paper on how that particular topic connects with your scholarly and/or career
interests. For example, perhaps an allergist comes to talk about genetic factors predisposing some
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