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snakes are not killed, repeated extractions from the same snake can be made without
apparent ill effects to the snake.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Reagents
Protein concentration reagent was obtained from BioRad (U.S.A.). Ketamine-HCl was a product of Fort
Dodge Laboratories (U.S.A.) All other reagents (analvtical grade) were obtained from Sigma Biochemical Corp.

(U.S.A)).
Snakes
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specimen had been administered ketamine previously. Some snakes were refractive to the
effects of the anesthetic the first time ketamine was administered, but were subdued more
readily and at lower dosages during subsequent extractions; other species, primarily

U _gigars. seemed tn he high)v sensitivetn ketamineand reacted vinlentlv eyery time it was !

administered. Neither specimen of H. gigas reacted when the needle was inserted
subcutaneously, but both reacted with Vlolent thrashing when the ketamine was
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recover for several days. Owing to the rapid onset of the anesthesia and prolonged effect
that it had, dosage was cut from 60 pg/g to 15 ug/g. Although it took somewhat longer
to anesthetize the snakes with this reduced dosage, the snakes recovered in a much shorter
time, and adverse reactions diminished significantly. The recovery time for all specimens
seemed to be shorter on subsequent injections, probably because of induction effects. Based
on the highly prolonged effect on one specimen of B. irregularis, the combined use of
xylazine and ketamine should be avoided.

Most of the snakes in this study showed little or no adverse reaction to ketamine. They
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