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PART |: DEPARTMENTAL PoLICY

Program Orientation

Students interested in furthering their understanding of and ability to analyze social phenomena will
find UNC’s Master of Arts in Sociology relevant. Students will learn to assist in identifying and
overcoming barriers within organizations and help the organizations achieve their goals. They will
also be able to assess and make reasonable projections concerning social costs and benefits resulting
from local, regional and national policies aimed at meeting community or organizational needs.

Our award-winning faculty are committed to providing high quality instruction through active
participation in ongoing scholarly and applied research. Faculty research interests include:

e Family and Children e Social Inequality

e Gender e Health and lliness

e Sport e Social Movements

e Social Psychology ¢ Organizations

e Community e Quantitative and Qualitative Research

Teaching and Education Environmental Sociology
e Immigration and Migration e Deviance and Social Control
e Race and Ethnicity o


http://unco.smartcatalogiq.com/current/Graduate-Catalog

The Graduate School and International Admissions (GSIA) Office processes applications from all
future graduate students. Your application is valid for one calendar year from the proposed start date.

You must be admitted by both our Graduate School and the Masters in Sociology program (either the
applied or thesis emphasis). Consult the Graduate School Admissions Instructions for complete
details, including how to register online.

The following are required for admissions consideration:

1. Graduate School and International Admissions Application: The Graduate School application is an
institutional application required by UNC. Students must provide biographical and educational
information and information relevant to determining qualifications for graduate study. To apply, go
to http://www.unco.edu/grad/admissions/applying.html

2. Application fee: A $50 application fee is required for all applications to graduate programs at UNC.
The application fee is non-refundable. If you are able to attend the Graduate Fair at UNC in the fall
semesters, you can secure a waiver to cover this $50 fee.

3. Official transcripts: All applicants are required to provide ONE official transcript from every
accredited college or university a


http://www.unco.edu/grad/admissions/applying.html

Undergraduate Students Taking Graduate Classes

Only UNC Junior and Senior undergraduate students who have a GPA of 3.0 are eligible to enroll in 9
credits of 500-level classes for undergraduate credit. Should that undergraduate want the credits to
apply to the graduate program: 1) the credits must not be necessary for their undergraduate degree
and 2) they must submit the “Petition to Count Work” form in the first week of classes (available on
the Sociology graduate program website). The credits cannot be applied to both the graduate and
undergraduate level, and should they submit the petition, it will change their funding and fees for the
course and it cannot be undone. (This could be frustrating for a student who thinks they may want to
join the program, submits the petition and changes their mind. The credits cannot be returned to
their undergraduate degree.)

If a student wants to take 600-level classes, they must be admitted into the program. Once admitted,
they can complete up to 12 credit hours at the graduate-level.

Students with Disabilities
It is the policy and practice of the University of Northern Colorado to create inclusive learning
environments. If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that present barriers to


http://www.unco.edu/disability-support-services/

successful defense of the thesis or professional paper. In addition to these criteria, students are
expected to maintain high performance standards


http://www.registrar.unco.edu/

Au


http://unco.smartcatalogiq.com/en/current/Graduate-Catalog/General-Information/Policies-and-Procedures/Grading
http://unco.smartcatalogiq.com/en/current/Graduate-Catalog/General-Information/Policies-and-Procedures/Grading
http://www.unco.edu/dean-of-students/pdf/Student-Code-of-Conduct.pdf
http://www.unco.edu/dean-of-students/pdf/Student-Code-of-Conduct.pdf




Elective Credits — 9 credits
Elective credits may be any 500 or 600 level courses in Sociology or other department approved.

Research Report
The research report is an original research work that demonstrates the candidate’s application of
sociological skills in a professional setting. This degree plan is designed for students either
wishing to pursue advance study in Sociology in order to advance their professional goals and
opportunities by developing their applied analytical skills. Students who are interested in
conducting a research report must consult their advisor and apply for this option to the Sociology
graduate faculty during their second semester of study (MA Committee Application due either Oct
1 or March 1)


http://www.unco.edu/grad/forms/deadlines.html




their thesis and pass the formal oral defense by the deadlines set by the UNCO Graduate School:
http://www.unco.edu/grad/forms/deadlines.html

The length and format of the thesis should be confirmed between student, faculty chair, and
second committee reader. However, UNC theses guidelines must be followed. For a detailed
overview of these guidelines and tools that will assist students in their authorship of a thesis,
access the library’s UNC Thesis Guidelines and Tools website:
http://www.unco.edu/grad/new_current/resources/ .

PART I1l: GRADUATE STUDENT RESOURCES

Graduate Assistantships

The Department of Sociology offers a limited number of graduate assistantships to students who have
been admitted to the Graduate Program. Most assistantships pay a 4-month stipend for in-state
students and are awarded based on qualifications. Out-of-state assistantships are available in some
cases. Graduate assistants work closely with professors in teaching and/or research activity and are
appointed on a semester-by-semester basis.

Students seeking assistantships must submit a formal application for each semester. Application
forms are available on the Sociology Department website. Deadlines to apply for assistantships
generally occur late October for the following Spring semester and before April 1 for the following
Fall semester. Potential applicants should review the departmental web site for specific deadline
dates.

Assistantship Obligations
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http://www.unco.edu/grad/forms/deadlines.html
http://www.unco.edu/grad/new_current/resources/

Matriculation Timeline & Satisfactory Academic Progress

The following guidelines reflect optimal scheduling of coursework for students making satisfactory
academic progress for a Master’s of Arts degree in Sociology. The degree requires a total of 30 credit
hours beyond the Bachelor’s degree. Students should utilize these guidelines under the advisement of
the Sociology Department Graduate Program Coordinator and/or their advisor, which whom they
should meet to discuss their progress every semester. Students may coordinate with their advisor,
the Graduate Program Coordinator and/or the chair a substitution for the required courses listed
below.

Note: students must be registered for 9 hours/semester in order to be considered full-time. Part-
time students should follow the sequence of courses over her/his extended time period.
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End of Fourth Semester

1. Completed a minimum of 6 credit hours of SOC 691: Research Internship OR SOC 699: Thesis

2. Completed a total of 30 credits that count toward M.A.

3. Achieved a GPA of 3.0 in graduate classes.

4. Satisfactorily completed the professional research report/defend thesis.

5. Apply for graduation (usually early September for Fall, mid-January for Spring, mid-June for
Summer)

6. Submit comprehensive exam/thesis to Graduate School (usually due mid-November or early April)

Graduate Student Progress Matrix

Students are encouraged to measure their progress through the program by maintaining an updated
version of the Sociology Department Graduate Student Matrix. The items on this matrix are
considered important reflections of students meeting our learning objectives and can certainly
demonstrate students’ success upon graduation. The current Matrix can be found on the Graduate
Program website.

Conferences, Paper Awards, and Travel Funds

Professional conferences are a critically important professionalization opportunity for students. In
addition to getting to prepare and present your own research, they offer a chance to engage in
academic dialogue about the value and contributions of your work, witness high (and sometimes low)
quality presentations, network with other graduate students and faculty, and overall gain practice
being a professional. Also, for academic folks like us it can be really fun! Please see the “Conferences
and Paper Awards” document on the Sociology MA website.

Paper Awards

Particularly for students interested in pursuing a Ph.D., please be aware of graduate student paper
award opportunities. If you have a paper that you think it appropriate for consideration, speak with
your advisor about the nomination process. Such awards can really position you as an emerging
expertin a particular area.

Travel Funds

Students are responsible for seeking out funding for conference travel. The UNC Graduate Student
Association (GSA), the Sociology Honor Society—Alpha Kappa Delta (AKD), paper award winners,
and, when available, the Sociology Department proper. Please be attentive to these deadlines and the
requirements necessary for seeking these funding options.

Impostor Syndrome

Graduate school can be a challenge for everyone for many reasons, not the least of which is Impostor
Syndrome. Please see the article “Impostor Syndrome is Definitely a Thing” to assist you in naming
your anxieties and know that you are not alone.

12


https://www.chronicle.com/article/Impostor-Syndrome-Is/238418
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Impostor-Syndrome-Is/238418

(A/PASS), Gender & Sexuality Resource Center (GSRC), Women’s Resource Center (WRC), Stryker
Institute for Leadership Development, Cesar Chaves Cultural Center (CCCC), Veterans Services (VS),
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/equity-inclusion/
/counseling-center/
http://www.asanet.org/career-center/careers-sociology
http://www.asanet.org/career-center/careers-sociology

