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Michael E. Welsh
University of Northern Colorado

College of Humanities and Social Sciences
(970) 351-2223

Email: Michael.Welsh@unco.edu

Education

PhD, University of New Mexico, 1983.
Area of Study: US History; American Indian History; American Western and Southwestern
History
Dissertation/Thesis Title: The Road to Assimilation: The Seminole Indians in Oklahoma,
1839-1936

MA, University of Dayton, 1976.
Area of Study: US History; Latin American History

BA, University of Dayton, 1973.
Area of Study: Political Science

Professional Academic Experience

Full Professor, University of Northern Colorado. (1999 - Present).

Associate Professor, University of Northern Colorado. (1994 - 1999).

Assistant Professor, University of Northern Colorado. (1990 - 1994).

Assistant Professor, Cameron University. (1988 - 1990).

Research Assistant Professor, University of New Mexico. (1984 - 1988).

Tutor, Graduate Institute, St. John’s College. (1984 - 1985).

Visiting Assistant Professor, Oregon State University. (1983 - 1984).

Lecturer, College of Santa Fe. (1982 - 1983).

Graduate Teaching Assistant/Lecturer, University of New Mexico. (1978 - 1983).

Graduate Teaching Assistant/Lecturer, University of Dayton. (1973 - 1976).

RESEARCH, SCHOLARSHIP, AND CREATIVE WORKS

Publications

Juried

Journal Article

Welsh, M., Darst, K. (2005). Mingled Waters: The Diverse identity of the Arkansas River
Basin. Colorado Foundation for Water Education, 24-27.

Welsh, M. (2004). Deserts. Gardens, and Cities: Rethinking Colorado’s Arkansas Basin

mailto:Michael.Welsh@unco.edu
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in the Twentieth Century. Heritage of the Great Plains.

Welsh, M. (2000). El Hombre Grandote: The Formative Years of Dr. Martin Candelaria,
1896-1918. Confluencia.

Welsh, M. (1996). The National Park Service and the New American West: New Voices,
New Missions, New History. George Wright Society Quarterly.

Welsh, M. (1996). Often Out of Sight, Rarely Out of Mind: Race and Ethnicity at the
University of New Mexico, 1889-1995. New Mexico Historical Review.

Welsh, M. (1994). A Prophet Without Honor: George I. Sanchez and Bilingualism in New
Mexico. New Mexico Historical Review.

Welsh, M. (1992). Western Historians, The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the
Rivers of Empire. North Dakota History: Journal of the Northern Plains, 59(2), 5-12.

Welsh, M. (1989). Community, the West, and the American Indian. Journal of the
Southwest, 31(2), 141-158.

Welsh, M. (1989). Beyond the Call of Duty: World War I at the University of New Mexico.
New Mexico Historical Review, 64(1), 25-38.

Welsh, M. (1987). New Mexico at Seventy-Five: A Historical Commentary. New Mexico
Historical Review, 62(4), 387-396.

Welsh, M. (1985). The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in the Middle Rio Grande Valley,
1935-1955. New Mexico Historical Review, 295-316.

Welsh, M. (1983). The Origins of Western Film Companies, 1887-1920. Journal of the
West, 5-27.

Welsh, M. (1983). The Missionary Spirit:' Protestantism Among the Oklahoma
Seminoles, 1842-1885. The Chronicles of Oklahoma, 61(1), 28-47.

Welsh, M. (1979). Corydon E. Cooley: Pioneer in Two Worlds. Journal of Arizona
History, 283-296.

Welsh, M. (1978). Legislating a Homestead Bill: Thomas Hart Benton and the Second
Seminole War. Florida Historical Quarterly, 157-172.

Book

Welsh, M., Hobbs, G. J. The Magic Touch of Water: A History of the Greeley Water and
Sewer Department.

Welsh, M. In Char Miller (Ed.), A Different Frontier: Mexico, America, Big Bend. Reno,
Nevada: University of Nevada Press.

Welsh, M. (2015). A Mission in the Desert: The US Army Corps of Engineers, 1985-2010
(1st ed., pp. 235). Washington, DC: US Government Publishing Office.

Welsh, M.伀䐀䬀刀倀䐀
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and Demand in the 4 Time of Drought
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Welsh, M. (1997). Grand Coulee: Harnessing a Dream, by Paul C. Pitzer. Pacific
Historical Review.

Welsh, M. (1996). Red, White, and Blue and God Bless You: A Portrait of Northern New
Mexico, by Alex Harris. Journal of the West.

Welsh, M. (1996). Symbol and Conquest: Public Ritual and Drama in Santa Fe, by
Ronald L. Grimes. Journal of the West.

Welsh, M. (1996). When the River Rises: Flood Control on the Boise River, 1943-1985,
by Susan M. Stacy. Idaho Yesterdays.

Welsh, M. (1996). Children of Los Alamos: An Oral History of the Town Where the
Atomic Age Began, by Katrina R. Mason. The Journal of American History.

Welsh, M. (1996). River of Promise, River of Peril: The Politics of Managing the Missouri
River, by John E. Thorson. The Magazine of Western History.

Welsh, M. (1996). Trials and Triumphs: A Colorado Portrait of the Great Depression,
With FSA Photographs, by Stephen J. Leonard. New Mexico Historical Review.

Welsh, M. (1996). Removal Aftershock: The Seminoles' Struggles to Survive in the West,
1836-1866, by Jane F. Lancaster. The Journal of Southern History.

Welsh, M. (1995). Freedom on the Border: The Seminole Maroons in Florida, the Indian
Territory, Coahuila, and Texas, by Kevin Mulroy. The Journal of Southern History.

Welsh, M. (1995). Indian Water in the New West, by Thomas R. McGuire, William B.
Lord, and Mary G. Wallace. South Dakota History.

Welsh, M. (1995). Structures in the Stream: Water, Science, and the Rise of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, by Todd Shallatt. Environmental History Review.

Welsh, M. (1995). Turning on Water With a Shovel: The Career of Elwood Mead, by
James R. Kluger. New Mexico Historical Review.

Welsh, M. (1994). The Hispano Homeland, by Richard Nostrand. New Mexico Historical
Review.

Professional Presentations

Invited

Juried

Welsh, M., Oron, K. (Moderator), Gilbert, K. Y. (Presenter), Hobbs, G. J. (Presenter),
AHA Annual Conference, "What Price Water: Issues of Quality and Quantity for
Communities in New Mexico, Colorado, and the Navajo Nation," American Historical
Association, Denver, CO. (January 6, 2017).

Welsh, M., Western History Association, "Teaching America's "Best Idea:" Lessons from
a Century (and More) of National Parkis," Newport Beach, California. (October 2014).

Not Invited
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Juried

LaFary, K., Welsh, M., Peterson, E., Peake, M., Moore, S., Jacobs, A., Moulton, E.,
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Welsh, M., Pacific Coast Branch, American History Association, San Francisco,
California. (1978).

Welsh, M., Phi Alpha Theta International Convention, Dallas, Texas. (1977).

Welsh, M., Phi Alpha Theta Rocky Mountain Region, Denver, Colorado. (1977).

Media Contributions

Newspaper

Greeley Tribune. (November 4, 2016).

Navajo Times. (January 15, 2015).

Research in Progress

"A Different Frontier: Mexico, America, Big Bend" (On-Going).
Revision of previous book-length publication on Big Bend National Park; being written for the
University of Nevada Press.

"History of Greeley Water" (On-Going).
Co-author of book-length manuscript on the origins and development of the water treatment
system of the city of Greeley, Colorado.  Other author is Gregory  J. Hobbs, Senior Water
Judge for the Colorado State Supreme Court.

GRANTS

Funded

Welsh, M., "The Sacagawea Project," Sponsored by Three Affiliated Tribes of North Dakota,
Other, $22,000.00. (May 1, 2015 - Present).

Welsh, M. (Co-Principal), Hobbs, G. J. (Co-Principal), "History of the Greeley Water and Sewer
Department," Sponsored by City of Greeley Water and Sewer Department (GWSD), Local,
$210,000.00. (November 15, 2015 - November 15, 2017).

Welsh, M., "Living History Project," Sponsored by American Battle Monuments Commisison,
Federal, $28,750.00. (July 1, 2016 - August 31, 2017).

Welsh, M. (Co-Author), "Sovereignty in Indian Education (SIE) Project Grant," Sponsored by US
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Education, Federal, $200,000.00. (September
2014 - September 2016).

Welsh, M. (Co-Principal), "Feasibility Study Grant," Sponsored by US Department of Interior,
Bureau of Indian Education (BIE), Federal, $200,000.00. (February 2014 - December 2014).

Welsh, M. (Program Director), "Presidential Academy in American History and Civics Education,"
Sponsored by US Department of Education, $440,000.00. (October 2010 - December 2012).

Welsh, M. (Academic director), "Four Corners Community History Project," Sponsored by US
Department of Education, Teaching American History grant program, Federal,
$1,645,897.00. (July 2009 - December 2012).
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Welsh, M., "Award to write 15-year update to original volume (1995-2010) to coincide with 75th
anniversary of district’s history," Sponsored by US Army Corps of Engineers, Albuquerque
District, $42,500.00. (July 2009 - June 2012).

Welsh, M. (Project Director), "Four Corners Paraprofessional Education Project," Sponsored by
US Department of Education, Office of Indian Education (OIE), Federal, $1,200,000.00.
(September 2007 - June 2012).

Welsh, M. (Program Director), "Presidential Academy in American History and Civics Education,"
Sponsored by US Department of Education, Federal, $1,950,000.00. (January 2006 -
December 2010).

Welsh, M. (Grant-writing team member/ project outreach consultant), "Colorado Academy of
History Grant Program," Sponsored by US Department of Education Teaching American
History grant program, $985,000.00. (July 2006 - June 2009).

Welsh, M. (Project Director), "SPARC grant to conduct research and write report on faculty
research programs using the UNC Denver Center," $20,200.00. (2007).

Welsh, M. (Project Director), "SPARC grant to develop Health Careers for Native Youth summer
camp in Denver," $5,100.00. (2007).

Welsh, M. (Project Director), "SPARC grant to write Office of Indian Education grant proposal,"
$8,000.00. (2007).

Welsh, M., "Cache la Poudre River History Booklet Project," $33,000.00. (October 2005 -
September 2006).

Welsh, M. (Project Advisor), "UNC Sports History Archive Project," Sponsored by University of
Northern Colorado. (September 2003 - May 2006).

Welsh, M., "Award to write environmental history of Rocky Mountain National Park, 1915-2002,"
Sponsored by Rocky Mountain National Park, CO, $56,000.00. (December 2005 - 2005).

Welsh, M., "Cache la Poudre River Heritage Corridor Oral History Project, Phase II," $25,000.00.
(December 2004 - 2004).

Welsh, M., "Award to organize student interviews of the uses of the Cache la Poudre River,"
Sponsored by Cache la Poudre River Heritage Corridor Oral History Project, $30,000.00.
(September 2003 - 2003).

Welsh, M. (Project Director), "Totem Teddy Database Research Project." (2003).

Welsh, M., "American History Advanced Placement Institute," Sponsored by College of Arts and
Sciences, University of Northern Colorado. (June 1994 - June 2002).

Welsh, M., "Award to prepare annotated bibliography of scientific and cultural resource studies
conducted by the government of Mexico and independent scholars on the proposed
international park along the Rio Grande," Sponsored by U.S. Department of the Interior,
National Park Service, Big Bend National Park, Texas, $8,000.00. (April 30, 2000 - 2000).

Welsh, M., "Senior Research Fellowship for 1999-2000 for research on the life of Dr. Martin
Candelaria," Sponsored by Colorado Endowment for the Humanities, Denver, CO,
$1,000.00. (1999 - 2000).

Welsh, M., "Research fellowship to complete manuscript on the history of the University of New
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Mexico," Sponsored by Center for Regional Studies, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque,
$5,000.00. (August 1999 - 1999).

Welsh, M., "Award to complete additional chapter for book-length manuscript on the 1990s at
Petroglyph National Monument (for MS submitted to the University of New Mexico Press),"
Sponsored by U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Petroglyph National
Monument, Albuquerque, NM, $8,800.00. (November 1, 1999 - 1999).

Welsh, M., "Co-author 60pp. chapter on western exploration of the Army Engineers (1819-1879)
as part of a three-volume study of the history of the Corps in the United States," Sponsored
by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Office of History, Washington, DC, $7,500.00. (November
1999 - 1999).

Welsh, M. (Campus Coordinator), "The New Great Plains: A Colorado Perspective," Sponsored
by National Endowment for the Humanities, $25,000.00. (August 1998 - December 1999).

Welsh, M., "Discovering Michener’s America," Sponsored by University of Northern Colorado co-
sponsored by the University Libraries, $4,000.00. (June 1999).

Welsh, M. (Project Director), "On Michener’s Trail: Discovering the Colorado Plains," Sponsored
by University of Northern Colorado Foundation and Colorado Endowment for the Humanities,
$3,902.00. (June 1998).

Welsh, M. (Project Director), "Discovering the New Colorado History," Sponsored by Colorado
Endowment for the Humanities, $3,350.00. (June 1997).
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Welsh, M. (Project Co-Director), "The 'New' New Mexican History," Sponsored by New Mexico
Endowment for the Humanities, $2,000.00. (June 1993).

Welsh, M. (Project Director), "The New Southwestern History," Sponsored by Colorado
Endowment for the Humanities, $1,500.00. (June 1993).

Welsh, M., "Write administrative history of White Sands National Monument (New Mexico),"
Sponsored by U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Southwest Region,
Santa Fe, NM, $10,600.00. (September 1992 - 1992).

Welsh, M. (Project Director), "Northern Colorado History Project," Sponsored by University of
Northern Colorado Foundation, $1,500.00. (September 1992).

Welsh, M. (Campus Coordinator), "1492: Myth and Reality," Sponsored by Colorado Endowment
for the Humanities, $25,000.00. (July 1992).

Welsh, M., "'Gender and the American West,' Summer Visibility Program," Sponsored by
University of Northern Colorado, $9,500.00. (June 1992).

Welsh, M., "Gender and the American West Teachers Institute," $2,200.00. (June 1992).

Welsh, M. (Project Director), "Environment, Culture, and the Future of the Great Plains,"
Sponsored by Colorado Endowment for the Humanities and the Wyoming Council for the
Humanities; and the University of Colorado, the University of Northern Colorado, Colorado
State University, and the University of Wyoming, $6,600.00. (September 1991).

Welsh, M. (Project Director), "Wyoming, the Buffalo Commons, and the Future of the Great
Plains," Sponsored by Colorado Endowment for the Humanities and the Wyoming Council
for the Humanities; and the University of Colorado, the University of Northern Colorado,
Colorado State University, and the University of Wyoming, $5,300.00. (August 1991).

Welsh, M., "'Diversity and Real Life', Summer Visibility Program," Sponsored by University of
Northern Colorado, $11,500.00. (June 1991).

Welsh, M. (Project Director), "The Buffalo Commons and the Future of the Great Plains,"
Sponsored by Colorado Endowment for the Humanities, University of Colorado, University of
Northern Colorado, and Colorado State University, $3,700.00. (April 1991).

Welsh, M., "Complete research and writing of monograph of SPD history," Sponsored by U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, South Pacific Division, San Francisco, CA, $63,000.00.
(September 1989 - 1989).

TEACHING

Teaching Experience

University of Northern Colorado

Courses Taught:

HIST 100, Survey of American History from Its Beginnings to 1877, 4 courses. 3.00 credit
hours.

HIST 101, Survey of American History from 1877 to the Present, 6 courses. 3.00 credit hours.
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HIST 224, History of Colorado, 13 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

HIST 230, Class and Culture in America, 1 course. 3.00 credit hours.

HIST 327, The Early American West, 2 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

HIST 328, The United States West Since 1846, 3 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

HIST 329, American Indian History, 9 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

HIST 337, History of American Education, 1 course. 3.00 credit hours.

HIST 422, Directed Study, 1 course. 3.00 credit hours.

HIST 480, Seminar in History, 2 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

HIST 492, Internship, 2 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

HIST 522, Seminar in Southwest History, 1 course. 3.00 credit hours.

HIST 529, American Indian History, 6 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

HIST 530, Topics in American History, 8 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

HIST 600, Introduction to Graduate Historical Study, 4 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

HIST 622, Directed Studies, 11 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

HIST 699, Thesis, 38 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

Academic Advising

Fall 2016: 15 undergraduate students advised, 4 graduate students advised, approximately 75
hours spent per year.

Spring 2016: 15 undergraduate students advised, 4 graduate students advised, approximately 50
hours spent per year.

Fall 2015: 15 undergraduate students advised, 5 graduate students advised, approximately 75
hours spent per year.

Spring 2015: 15 undergraduate students advised, 5 graduate students advised, approximately 75
hours spent per year.

Directed Student Learning

Master's Thesis Committee Chair. (August 20, 2015 - Present).
Advised: Andrew Pine

McNair Scholars Thesis. (August 2014 - Present).
Advised: Blanca Roman-Luevanos

Dissertation Committee Member. (August 2013 - August 2016).
Advised: Carol Money

Master's Thesis Committee Chair. (August 2014 - May 2016).
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Advised: Sean Clason

Dissertation Committee Member. (August 2013 - May 2016).
Advised: Francis Cook

Master's Thesis Committee Chair. (August 2012 - August 2015).
Advised: Derek Lefebre

Master's Thesis Committee Chair. (August 2012 - August 2015).
Advised: Devon Brown

Dissertation Committee Member. (August 2012 - May 2015).
Advised: Kathryn Voelker

Master's Thesis Committee Chair. (August 2012 - May 2015).
Advised: Michael Pearson

SERVICE

University Service

Reviewer, UNC Graduate Research Day. (2014 - Present).

Chair, Advisory Board, Native American Student Services Center (NASS). (2001 - Present).

Task Force Member, Mexican American Studies Major Review Task Force. (2000 - Present).

Committee Member, Robert Schulze Speakers Series Grant-Writing Committee, School of
Nursing. (2014 - 2015).

Task Force Member, Diversity Self-Study Review Task Force. (2004 - 2007).

Task Force Member, Homeland Security Grant-Writing Task Force. (2005 - 2006).

Task Force Member, NCAA Self-Study Task Force (Student-Welfare Subcommittee). (2005 -
2006).

Committee Member, Planning Committee, Rocky Mountain National Park Research Center.
(2003 - 2006).

Task Force Member, Colorado Studies Course Development Task Force. (2002).

Vice-President, Academic Affairs Task Force on Academic Culture, Subcommittee on Service.
(1997 - 1999).

Task Force Member, Presidential Cultural Diversity Task Force on Curriculum and Academic
Services. (1995 - 1996).

Task Force Member, Social Sciences Standards Summer Institute Task Force. (1995).

Member, Marcus Garvey Center Advisory Board. (1994 - 1995).

Committee Member, Advisory Committee, Institute for Multicultural Education. (1993 - 1994).
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Committee Member, Alverno College Proposal Committee. (1993).

Committee Member, FIPSE (UNC-District 6) Grant Coordinating Committee. (1993).

Committee Member, Social Science Advisory Committee. (1993).

Committee Member, Cultural Diversity Conference Committee. (1992).

College Service

Committee Member, Program Review Advisory Committee (PRAC), College of Humanities and
Social Sciences. (2014 - Present).

Member, College Student Council, College of Humanities and Social Sciences. (2013 - 2014).

Latin American Literature Search Committee, Hispanic Studies Department. (2007 - 2008).

Martin Candelaria Biography Project. (1998 - 2001).

Committee Member, Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, Search Committee. (1999).

Member, Martin Candelaria Celebration Task Force. (1995).

Committee Member, Hispanic Studies Search Committee. (1993 - 1994).

Committee Member, Strategic Planning Committee. (1992 - 1993).

Department Service

Coordinator, Graduate Program in History. (1997 - Present).

Committee Member, History Undergraduate Committee. (August 2016 - May 2017).

Committee Member, Graduate Committee (History). (2011 - 2015).

Committee Chair, US West Search Committee. (2011).

Committee Chair, Early American History Search Committee. (2008 - 2009).

Committee Member, Asian History Search Committee. (2006 - 2007).

Committee Member, 20th Century US Social History Search Committee. (2005 - 2006).

Chair, American West Search Committee. (2005 - 2006).

Committee Member, Search Committee, U.S. History Position. (1999 - 2000).

Committee Member, History Education Search Committee. (1994 - 1995).

Committee Chair, History Education Search Committee. (1993 - 1994).
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Association. (1996 - 2000).

Committee Chair, Membership Committee, Western History Association. (1993 - 1996).

Faculty Advisor, Iota Chapter, Phi Alpha Theta. (1991 - 1996).

Co-chair, Local Arrangements Committee, Denver Conference, Western History Association.
(1992 - 1995).

Editorial Board Member, New Mexico Historical Review. (1990 - 1993).

Book Review Editor, New Mexico Historical Review. (1988).

Public/Community Service

Member, Weld County Court House Centennial Committee, Greeley, Colorado. (July 20, 2016 -
Present).

Committee Member, Latino Americans Grant Proposal Committee, High Plains Library District.
(2015 - Present).

Member, Navajo Nation Teacher Education Consortium. (2011 - Present).

Member, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe Higher Education Consortium. (2011 - 2013).

Committee Member, Continental Divide Learning Center Committee, Rocky Mountain National
Park. (1998 - 2006).

President, Board of Directors, Colorado Institute for Historical Study. (1995 - 2006).

Advisor, Young Chautauqua Program, Weld County School District 6. (2001 - 2004).

Committee Member, High Plains Chautauqua Planning Committee, Colorado Endowment for
The Humanities. (2000 - 2002).

Committee Member, National Advisory Committee, Women of the West Video Project. (1998 -
2000).

Committee Member, History Camp Advisory Committee, Salvation Army (Greeley). (1997 - 1999).

Committee Member, Conference Planning Committee, James A. Michener Society. (1998).

Committee Member, Building Renovation Advisory Board/50th Anniversary Commemoration
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Interpretive Staff Training, Petroglyph National Monument, Albuquerque, New Mexico. (January
1998).

Historical Consultant, Fort Laramie National Historic Site, Wyoming. (1997).

Interpretive Staff Training Institute Consultant, Little Big Horn National Monument, Montana.
(1997).

AWARDS AND HONORS

Other

Outstanding Achievement in Grant Writing, Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources
Coalition. (November 2006).

Native American Student Center Award, Advisory Board Chairman, University of Northern
Colorado. (2004).

Award for Teaching and Advising, Mortar Board, University of Northern Colorado. (1997).

Award for Teaching and Advising, Mortar Board, University of Northern Colorado. (1993).

Faculty Achievement Award, The College of Arts and Sciences, University of Northern Colorado.
(1992).

Teaching

Teaching Excellence Award, The College of Arts and Sciences, University of Northern Colorado.
(1994).

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Historical Association. (2007 - Present).

Historical Society of New Mexico. (1979 - Present).

Organization of American Historians. (1978 - Present).

Western History Association. (1977 - Present).

Pi Sigma Alpha. (1973 - Present).

Phi Alpha Theta. (1972 - Present).


