SENATE ACTION FORM

No. 1226

Subject: Leave of Absence policy, Graduate Catalog

Reference to Senate Minutes dated: January 31, 2022

Senate Action:
MOTION: APC — It is moved to approve the Leave of Absence policy for inclusion in the Graduate Catalog
VOTE: Approved by voice vote.

Response requested:

X Approval for placement in University Catalog

Approval for placement in University Regulations
Recommendation to Board for placement in Board Policy Manual
None (sent as information item)

Other action requested/comments:

02/24/2022
Faculty Senate Chair Date

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Administrative review of Senate action (unnecessary for information items):

Reviewed by VPAA/Provost. Check if comments attached

Reviewed by General Counsel. Check if comments attached

Presidential action


mailto:Faculty.Senate@unco.edu

Attachment to Senate Action #1226
Approved by the Faculty Senate
January 31, 2022

New policy for inclusion in the Graduate Catalog
Clean copy version below.

Leave of Absence (LOA) Policy

A Leave of Absence (LOA) is a temporary pause of graduate study that permits a graduate student in
good academic standing to postpone their graduate program for a defined period of time. In the event
of circumstances that interfere with continuation of a degree program, a graduate student may apply
for a LOA. If approved, the LOA allows a student to stop the term clock on a degree program and
then rejoin the program without reapplying to the university. A student may be granted a LOA for a

minimum of one semester and up to one calendar year for reasons, including but not limited to,
medical, family, financial, and work. A



A student on a LOA cannot:

e receive a graduate assistantship, fellowship, scholarship, or financial aid from the university;
e be employed as an hourly student worker;

e enroll in student health insurance;

e enroll in UNC courses;

e take comprehensive exams;

e convene a dissertation or thesis proposal hearing;

e convene a dissertation, thesis, or scholarly project defense; and/or

e graduate.

A student receiving funding or financial aid of any kind should be aware of consequences that non-
enrollment may have on aid or loans. For a student receiving federal financial assistance, the U.S.
Department of Education regulations require the University to report the student as non-enrolled
when they take a LOA for one (1) semester or more. The “withdrawn” or “non-enrolled” status may
trigger the beginning of the Federal Stafford Loan grace period and/or the starting of repayment of the
Federal Supplemental Loan for Students. Upon returning to UNC, if a loan is requested, new loan
applications must be submitted and an in-school






» after three (3) semesters of non-enroliment, the student’s program becomes inactive
and the student must reapply for admission to the degree program.

LOA limitations: A student may apply for the LOA twice during the same degree program.
The total time of all approved LOAs may not exceed two academic years.

Notification: The student, and all who signed the LOA Request Form, are notified of the final
decision by email.

Registration hold: A registration hold is placed on the student’s account for the approved
LOA period. The student may not register for courses until they have applied, and been
approved for, reinstatement.




