
UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN COLORADO 



UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN COLORADO AUGUST 2024 
FACILITY DESIGN GUIDELINES 
 

0-2 
 

- Consider the projectôs capability of incorporating alternative sources of energy, 
specifically renewables.  

- Designs shall balance the initial construction costs with long-term maintenance 
costs. The consultant may be asked to provide life-cycle costs on individual 
systems and/or the building as a whole.   

 

EXTERIOR CONSIDERATIONS 

- The University may contract directly with a third party building envelope 
commissioning agent. Design teams will be required to participate in the 
commissioning process including incorporation of design review comments 
prepared by the commissioning agent. 

- The use of daylighting techniques is encouraged. Clerestory windows are preferred 
over skylights. Sun control and shading devices should be utilized to control 
excessive solar gain. High performance glazing should be utilized where heat gain 
will be an issue. Computer modeling is recommended for daylighting, sun control, 
solar gain, and overall building efficiency. Mechanical systems shall not be relied on 
to make up for uncontrolled solar gain. Lighting controls should be designed for 
daylight harvesting where possible. Additional circuits may be required for even 
lighting and occupant comfort throughout the building.  

- To the extent possible, each new building should be located to provide adequate 
service vehicle access including dock access. Dock, dumpsters, etc. should be 
integrated into the building design and shall be screened with compatible building 
materials. 

- Provide a concrete pad and enclosure for a trash dumpster.  Dumpster pad shall be 
at least 12ô X 14ô X 6ò. If gates are to be installed on the enclosure, they must be 
extremely heavy duty.  Enclosure shall be compatible with building construction. 
Specify pipe bollards to protect the enclosure. Locate bollards at the entrance to the 
enclosure and around the dumpster to protect the enclosure. Provide a reinforced 
concrete approach pad 10ô X 10ô X 6ò minimum.  Locate dumpster enclosure to 
allow for straight approach by the truck.  Refer to appendix drawings for dimensions 
of front loading trash containers and trucks in use on campus. 

 

CUSTODIAL CLOSETS 

- Custodial closets (wet) shall be a minimum of 80 square feet.  No dimension shall 
be less than 6ô - 0ò.  At least one closet shall be provided for each 15,000 square 
feet of building space and a minimum of one per floor. 

- Custodial closets shall not be used for electrical panels, telephone equipment, roof 
hatches or similar equipment.  
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