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M. S. / Ph.D. Comprehensive Exam Procedures 
The beginning of Semester One of a long, hard program of coursework may seem not to be the best time to 
be thinking about comprehensive examinations. However, we feel it is important for you to know and 
understand our procedures so that you can keep those procedures in mind as you complete individual 
courses and participate in other degree-relevant activities in
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1) Be aware that you must meet all Graduate School requirements for comprehensive 
examinations before you are allowed to apply to take the ASRM Comprehensive 
Examinations. (Information about requirements and deadlines is available from the graduate 
student staff specialist in the McKee CEBS Dean's Office and from the Graduate School’s list 
of deadlines. For doctoral students, you must have an approved Plan of Study filed with the 
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M.S. Examination (Master’s Project) 
Students in the M.S. program, in both the Research Methods and Applied Statistics concentrations, will be 
required to complete
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C. Students failing to complete the project or satisfactorily address other deficiencies in the project 

by the end of the first semester of the incomplete will receive a “fail” on the project. If this is the 
student’s first failed comprehensive exam, the student will be granted one more semester to 
complete the project and address other deficiencies. Per UNC Graduate School policy, a second 
“fail” will result in the student’s termination from UNC and from the degree program. 
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Ph.D. Examinations 
Written exam  
Students in Applied Statistics concentration will be required to take two six-hour closed-book examinations 
on two separate days during the examination week. The actual time allotted to complete the closed-book 
portion of the exam will be 7 hours (8:30am - 3:30pm) to allow students time to process and compose their 
answers. Ph.D. students in the  
Students in the Research Methods concentration may choose one of the two following forms of 
examination: 

A. A closed-book examination followed by a take-home examination. 
1) A six-hour closed-book examination on one day during the examination week. The actual 

time allotted to complete the closed-book portion of the exam will be 7 hours (8:30am - 
3:30pm) to allow students time to process and compose their answers.  

2) A take-home examination. When students submit their completed closed 
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Examination Content and Organization 
Applied Statistics Concentration 
 
Part One: Questions on this examination will emphasize material from SRM 502, SRM 614, and SRM 
752. 

 
Part Two: For this exam, students will select two courses from the list below and will confirm their choices 
with their research advisor no later than when they sign up to take the comprehensive exam. Students may 
be permitted to change their choice of specialized courses at least one month prior to the exam, with their 
advisor’s approval. 

• SRM 606: Multiple Linear Regression Analysis  

• SRM 607: Non-parametric Statistics 

• SRM 608: Experimental Design  

• SRM 609: Sampling Methods 

• SRM 635: Categorical Data Analysis  

• SRM 636: Applied Bayesian Analysis 

• SRM 637: Applied Time Series  

• SRM 645: Statistical Process Control  

• SRM 731: Multivariate Analysis 
 
The courses listed are subject to change due to course offerings.  
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Grading Procedures for Ph.D. Comprehensive Exams 

A.C
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J. In the event a Research Methods student fails the take-home examination, a third rater will be 
asked to grade the student’s response on the take-home product. Numeric ratings from the three 
raters will be averaged to determine a pass/fail decision. 

 

K. When the examinations have been graded, all students will receive an email from the Chair 
regarding their exam results. After receiving notification of the exam results, students should 
schedule a meeting with their respective advisors to review the results of the exam. 

 
Possible results are as follows: 
1) Ph.D. students who pass both written examinations pass the overall Written Comprehensive 

Examination. 
2) Ph.D. students who fail one or both written examinations fail the overall Written 

Comprehensive Examination. 
 

A Ph.D. student who fails only one of the two examinations needs to retake only the examination that was 
failed and, specifically, only the content area that was failed. The student must be aware that only one 
retake is allowed. For students failing the January exam, their first retake opportunity will be in August 
during the regularly-scheduled August 




