
Introduction: This project seeks to analyze two women in a 
Welsh text, The Four Branches of the Mabinogi, written in the 
late 11th to early 12th century, where in the first story, Pwyll 
Pendeuic Dyuet, Rhiannon is from the Otherworld and is very 
assertive and strong, and stands up for herself by marrying a 
mortal. In the second story, Branwen uerch Lÿr, Blanche (also 
known as Branwen) is quite passive, sticking to the standard 
expectations and marrying an Irish King. 

Topics of research for the project will include…
• the idea of the Calumniated Wife motif that suggests women 

as foreigners 
• gender roles in other literature at this time and how women 

are seen and represented
• the ways that women were treated in the time period that 

The Four Branches of the Mabinogi was written in the area it 
was written

The overall goal is to compare two characters within the same 
text to see how they fit within what the typical woman in 
literature should be and how they break the barriers or 
stereotypes using scholarship, Welsh laws, and ideas such as 
the Calumniated Wife to provide an overall insight of the text. 
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