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• African American revolutionary, leader and co-founder of the 
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• Radical African American activist and educator for civil 

rights and other social issues including feminism and 
prison reform.

• In 1969, Davis was working as an assistant professor at 
UCLA, but was fired later that year for her affiliation 
with the Communist Party. Davis took them to court and 
won her appeal; resigning at the end of her contract 
in 1970.

• Davis was placed on the FBI's Most Wanted list because 
of her support for the Soledad Brothers and her 
connection to the guns used by Johnathan Jackson's 
armed kidnapping of California Judge Harold Haley. She 
was aquitted of all charges in 1972 (Davis).

• Today, Davis remains involved in the pursuit for equality 
and revolution by giving speeches on college campuses 
and, most recently, contributing her voice and thoughts 
for the Black Lives Matter/Anti-Police rallies during the 
summer of 2020.
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• "A powerful study of the women’s liberation movement in the 

U.S., from abolitionist days to the present, that demonstrates how 
it has always been hampered by the racist and classist biases of its 
leaders," (Penguin).

• "If most abolitionists viewed slavery as a nasty blemish which 
needed to be eliminated, most women’s righters viewed male 
supremacy in a similar manner – as an immoral flaw in their 
otherwise acceptable society," (Davis).

• "The last decade of the nineteenth century was a critical moment 
in the development of modern racism – its major institutional 
supports as well as its attendant ideological justifications. This was 
also the period of imperialist expansion into the Philippines, 
Hawaii, Cuba, and Puerto Rico. The same forces that sought to 
subjugate the peoples of these countries were responsible for the 
worsening plight of Black people and the entire U.S. working class. 
Racism nourished those imperialist ventures and was likewise 
conditioned by imperialism’s strategies and apologetics," (Davis).
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• An African American author, activist, and convicted criminal imprisoned for 
armed robbery.

• While imprisoned, Jackson became involved in revolutionary activity and co-
founded the Marxist-Leninist Black Guerilla Family, an African American black 
power prison gang inspired by the phiosophies of Marcus Garvey with goals 
of promoting black power, maintaining their humanity in prison, and 
overthrowing the US government.

• "I met Marx, Lenin, Trotsky, Engels, and Mao when I entered prison and they 
redeemed me," (Soledad Brother).
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• Most notably a professional boxer, gold medalist, and 3x Heavyweight Boxing 
Champion of the World, but also activist and philantropist.

• In 1966, Ali consciously refused to be inducted into the armed force out of 
protest of the Vietnam War.

• “My conscience won’t let me go shoot my brother, or some darker people, or 
some poor hungry people in the mud for big powerful America,” he had 
explained two years earlier. “And shoot them for what? They never called me 
nigger, they never lynched me, they didn’t put no dogs on me, they didn’t rob 
me of my nationality, rape and kill my mother and father. … Shoot them for 
what? How can I shoot them poor people? Just take me to jail,” (Brown).

• Ali was stripped of his boxing license in every state in the US, as well as his 

https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0620.html
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